Investigation launched into abnormal spike in newborn baby deaths in Scotland, highest since records began -- Society's Child -- Sott.net 11/23/21, 3:25 PM 


@ Investigation launched into abnormal spike in newborn 
baby deaths in Scotland, highest since records began 


Helen McArdle 
Herald Scotland 
Fri, 19 Nov 2021 12:00 UTC 





There were 21 neonatal deaths recorded in Scotland in 
September. The monthly mortality rate is the highest since 
current records began in July 2017, and similar to levels which 

were the norm in the late 1980s 


AN investigation has been launched into a spike in deaths among newborn babies in Scotland. 


Official figures reveal that 21 infants died during September within 28 days of birth, 
causing the neonatal mortality rate to breach an upper warning threshold known as the 
‘control limit’ for the first time in at least four years. 


Control and warning limits are designed to flag up to public health teams when neonatal, 
stillbirth or other infant deaths are occurring at unexpectedly high or low levels which may not 
be due to chance. 


Concerns have previously been raised about the potential impact of Covid on maternity 


services and maternal wellbeing, but it is the first time since the pandemic began that neonatal 
deaths have been so abnormally above average. 
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The neonatal mortality rate in September, at 4.9 per 1000 live 
births, was significantly above average 


Although the rate fluctuates month to month, the figure for September - at 4.9 per 1000 
live births - is on a par with levels that were last typically seen in the late 1980s. 


Public Health Scotland (PHS), which is one of the bodies currently investigating the spike, said 
the fact that the upper control limit has been exceeded "indicates there is a higher likelihood 
that there are factors beyond random variation that may have contributed to the number of 
deaths that occurred". 


PHS said it is working with the Scottish National Neonatal Network, the Maternity and Children 
Quality Improvement Collaborative and the Scottish Government "to understand any 
possible contributing factors to the most recent infant mortality patterns, and to incorporate 
findings into existing prevention and improvement work". 


Monthly figures on neonatal death rates are only available up to July 2017, but 
previously peaked at 3.7 per 1000 lives births in March 2020. 


Comment: Notably hysterical reporting on the coronavirus began in earnest in February 
2020 and Scotland's first lockdown was enforced on the 23rd March 2020. 


Annual statistics on neonatal mortality published by the National Records of Scotland show 
that it has been in steady decline for decades, falling from an average of 4.7 per 1000 live 
births in 1986-1990 to 2.2 per 1000 by 2016-2020. 


Worldwide, the most common causes of neonatal death are infection, prematurity, and 
suffocation, but factors such as smoking during pregnancy or disruption to early 
intervention services including health visiting and midwifery also increase the risk. 


Comment: This is exactly the effect the lockdowns had on healthcare activity. SOTT 
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sounded the alarm with the following article on the 28th March: First, Do No Harm: If Primary 
Healthcare Remains Shut Down, Toll on Elderly Will be Worse Than COVID-19 


PHS notes on its website that it "is important to monitor the levels of stillbirth and infant 
mortality during the Covid-19 pandemic, as they may be influenced by maternal health and 
wellbeing, by how maternity services are provided, and how people seek and interact 
with care". 


Comment: Meaning that the hysteria the media and government fostered could have had 
some impact: Psychologists accuse UK government of using_'unethical' fear tactics on 
people to enforce lockdown 


Percentage change in attendances compared with the corresponding 
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A&E attendances were particularly high during September in 
the under-five age group, partly due to a surge in cases of RSV 
infection 
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7 day moving average - Rate of positive cases per 100,000 population 
in Scotland; by age group and sex; 0 to 14 
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Covid cases spiked to their highest recorded rate in 
September among the 0-14 age group, but there were no known 
Covid deaths in infants under one during that period 


There is currently no detail on the causes of death involving the 21 infants who died in 
September. 


The period coincided with a surge in A&E attendances for children under five. The trend 
was largely blamed on an unseasonal spike in respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) which 
normally circulates in winter and can cause serious illness - especially in babies and 
toddlers. 


Comment: Lockdowns prevented prevented the usual spread of viruses and caused 
immune systems to be weakened and ‘naive’. 


It is clear, however, that none of the deaths were directly linked to Covid. 


Since the pandemic began in Scotland, there has been only one recorded Covid death - 
in December 2020 - in a baby aged under one. 


However, Dr Sarah Stock, an expert in maternal and foetal health at Edinburgh University, told 
the BBC that the virus could have led to an increase in infections in expectant mothers 
and premature deliveries as a result. 


Data for Scotland has previously highlighted a lower uptake of Covid vaccines in pregnant 
women than women of the same age, and Scotland experienced record Covid rates in late 
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August into early September. 


Comment: Initially, even the government warned pregnant women not to take the 
experimental injections, and for good reason. 





Scotland saw a surge in Covid cases after schools returned 
and restrictions were lifted in August 


Dr Stock said: "When pregnant women have Covid they can become seriously unwell, and in 
order to protect the mother and baby that can lead to pre-term deliveries. 


"Pre-term delivery is the biggest driver of neonatal mortality. 


"We also know that the pandemic has put a lot of pressure on health services and that 
could be having an impact." 


Comment: It was the response to the circulation of the relatively harmless coronavirus that 
impacted healthcare; 15% of beds were removed from wards, staff were sent home to 
quarantine for weeks on end, appointments of all kinds were cancelled, and people generally 
avoided hospitals out of fear and so as to not ‘overwhelm’ the NHS, which was actually 
handling less patients than usual. 


A spokeswoman for the Scottish Government said: "Every death is a tragedy, and our thoughts 
are with everyone who is grieving the loss of a loved one. 


"In 2020, Scotland recorded its lowest number of neonatal deaths. As the number of 
infant deaths is fortunately low, monthly mortality rates tend to fluctuate. 


"We are working with PHS, the Scottish National Neonatal Network and the Maternity and 
Children Quality Improvement Collaborative to understand any possible contributing factors to 
ensure we continue to improve the care of the smallest and sickest babies in Scotland." 
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Comment: This comes on the heels of a report from the UK there's been a spike of up to 
20,000 excess deaths in the last 4-5 months. 


See also: 


Affecting Young_Males (For Now) 
e Sweden has had 'negative' excess mortality since the start of 2020 





And check out SOTT radio's: 


e NewsReal: Rejecting The Cure - Massive Freedom Rallies Around The World 


Rejecting The Cure: Massive Anti-Vax Demos Around The... 





See Also: 
e Best of the Web: 'A house of sexual assault': How private school student Christopher Belter avoided 
jail despite string of sex crimes 
e Nurse shortage due to vaccine mandate shuts Long Beach barrier island's ONLY ER 
e İsrael begins mass vaccination of youngest age group yet, 5-11 year olds 
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